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Florida Law Review, Vol. 4, Iss. 1 [1951], Art. 20
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LAW REVIEW
Democracy is not a simple, universally admired concept, to be
accepted without analysis. Excesses of democracy can be as harmful
as excesses of authoritarian power. Thinkers like Mr. Justice Douglas
iieglect this fact. We are fortunate in having thinkers like Doctor
Allen to correct them.
WALxTa H. BucK

Member of the Baltimore, Maryland, Bar

By
Samuel Proctor. Gainesville: University of Florida Press. 1950.
Pp. x, 400, bibliography and index. $5.00.

NAPOLEON BONAPAIRTE BRowARD, FLoInIA's FxcmTn'c DEMOCRAT.

Any adequate biography of a great political figure is a valuable
aid to a clearer understanding of the period of his activity and to a
proper evaluation of his leadership and influence. When a man so
shapes and dominates the political life of an era as to give it his
name, as Broward has done, then a scholarly study of that leader's
life should find a welcome place among the really worthwhile historical biographies of state leaders. In his admirable study of
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, Professor Proctor has given us such
a biography-one that should appeal strongly to all Floridians and
also prove of interest to a wide circle of readers beyond the borders
of Broward's native state.
By presenting one of Florida's colorful and controversial figures,
the author has rendered all lovers of Florida history a distinct service.
The Broward picture in these pages is a very real Broward-human,
forceful, appealing, and endowed with great capacity for leadership,
a strong and virile figure with sometimes a touch of demagogy in
his leadership.
This is no hastily scrambled-together work. It represents many
hours of scholarly research, thoughtful analysis and synthesis, and
careful composition. Gifted with an interesting and free-flowing
narrative style, Professor Proctor has succeeded well in telling the
story of the St. Johns River boy who rose from post-bellum poverty
and deprivation to the highest honors the people of his state could
confer upon him.
This is the well-told story of a most interesting personality. Broward has been placed in proper perspective on a stage upon which
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he played a leading role. Not only has the author made Broward
live again in the pages of this work, but he has re-created the era
in which Broward played so important a part. In giving his readers
a discriminating pen portrait of his subject, the author has succeeded
admirably in picturing the Florida scene at various stages of Broward's career. Although Broward was only fifty-three at his untimely
death in the autumn of 1910, the years covered by his life span witnessed many changes. In those years Florida experienced the demoralization of disunion, civil strife and armed invasion; rose from
the desolation and destruction of war; weathered the storm and
stress of reconstruction and carpetbag rule; rejoiced in the return
of government to her own people; flowered in the prosperity of the
dosing years of the century; and swung into the current of twentieth
century progress.
With keen insight into the politics of the Broward era, and with
due consideration of those social and economic factors which influence political forces, Professor Proctor traces Broward's politicalevolution from the struggles between the "straightouts" and "antis"
in Jacksonville and Duval County politics to his emergence in 1904
as a state leader. There is hardly an important or noteworthy event
or happening in Florida during Broward's lifetime that is not
touched on in this biography.
In the main both author and publisher are to be congratulated on
the excellence of this volume. The binding and paper are excellent;
the printing is clear and easy on the eyes; and the illustrations well
selected and clearly reproduced. The volume is made doubly useful
by its fine index. Your reviewer's only adverse criticism of a volume
that is remarkably free from typographical and other errors is the
relegation of the documentation to the back of the book. Scholarly
readers always find it a nuisance and a grievous vexation of the
spirit not to find the documentation where it should be-at the bottom
of the page. The casual reader will probably not care, as he does
not read the notes anyway.
Jm ms Mmum LEA

Professor Emeritus of History and Political Science
University of Florida
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